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“The beautiful thing about learning is that
no one can take it away from you.”

B.B. King
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‘Open Day’ was the most delightful event that
was organized under the authority of the
university  administration.  Through  that
movement, we focus on an unlimited crowd in
public to enhance their educational pathway.
As a state university in Sri Lanka, we have the
principal responsibility of driving students into
successful careers.'Open Day’ was the concept
we designed for it. We needed to stimulate
dialogue and spur students of any age to push
for educational change across the globe.

Each division and the faculties created
platforms for public satisfaction by giving
students the opportunity to experience
university life and the culture. They grab the
details about study programmes and the
university environment too. The unexpected
crowd we received gave us hope for a day of
success.

Upeksha Subasinghe
Director PID
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legal proceedings will be instituted against any
person who, or any institution which,
reproduces in any manner whatsoever any

portion without prior permission in writing
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Views expressed in the articles are those of the
respective authors and not the views of the
OUSL in any circumstances.
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IOURS 2022

Another Significant

OUSL Landmark

- Mayanthi Kulatunga Jayakody
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10t and 11" November 2022 marked

yet another momentous milestone in
the history of the Open University of
Sri Lanka with the conducting of the
International Open University
Research Sessions (iOURS 2022) for
the third time.

The first iOURS was held in 2010 in
honour of the 30* anniversary
celebration of the OUSL, and the
second in 2018, while iOURS 2022
deviated from the usual in-person
conference being held at the
university premises by going
exclusively virtual.

The Open University Research
Sessions (OURS) is a significant event
on the Annual Calendar of the Open
University of Sri Lanka that has been
an uninterrupted tradition since 2003.
Over the years, it has earned the
reputation of a research forum of
high calibre that includes
contributions made by researchers
from the OUSL community, other
state universities and higher
education institutions in Sri Lanka, as
well as overseas researchers at
iOURS.

The valuable findings and research
experiences presented and
discussed at these sessions have
established a solid research culture
among the OUSL staff members
encouraging them to participate at
other national and international
conferences by actively contributing
to the world repository of knowledge,
skills and attitudes.

This year, initially, it was to be held as
OURS reaching out only to local
participants. However, after having
witnessed the success of OURS 2021
as an online conference, the
Vice-Chancellor of the Open
University of Sri Lanka, Prof. P. M. C.
Thilakarathne, spearheaded in
making the OURS an international
conference in 2022 through his
direction, leadership and support,
making iOURS 2022 an exclusively
online conference. Accordingly, iOURS
2022 was conducted on a fully online
platform under the theme
“Contemplations towards Next
Normal for a Smart Future —
Directions and Dimensions” with the
objective of extending the annual
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conference to a wider pool of
presenters and audience with a
global presence.The inaugural
session was conducted on 10"
November 2022 at the Conference
Hall of the Senate House in hybrid
mode with the physical presence
of the Vice Chancellor, Prof. P. M.
C. Thilakarathne, Deans of the
Faculties (Education — Prof. S.
Kugamoorthy, Engineering
Technology — Dr. H. G. P. A.
Ratnaweeraq, Health Sciences — Dr.
B. Sunil S. De Silva, Humanities and
Social Sciences — Prof. Anton
Piyarathne, Natural Sciences —
Prof. G. W. A. Rohan Fernando and
Management Studies — Prof. Nalin
Abeysekera),
Director/Postgraduate Institute of
English, Dr. Romola Rassool, invited
guests and a very limited number
of OUSL staff, while the rest viewed
the livestreaming on YouTube,
coordinated by the Director/PID
and the team.

Director/Research, Prof. S. R.
Weerakoon, welcoming the
audience, provided a brief history
of the evolution of OURS, its
immense contribution to the
academic sphere and the
significance of the conference.
The Vice Chancellor, appreciating
the effort put in by the organizers
to make the conference a reality,
expressed his desire to witness
insightful research sessions. The
Chief Guest Prof. Ebba

Ossiannilsson, a Professor at the
Victoria University of Wellington,
New Zealand, and the Chair of the
ICDE OER Advocacy Committee,
who was introduced by Dr.
Uthpala Premaratne,
Chairperson/Online Working
Group, graced the occasion and
delivered her speech online.
Following the OUSL Research
Awards for 2021, OUSL Best
Educational Video Production
Award for 202], OUSL Best
Interactive Multimedia Award for
2021 and 3MT Competition Awards,
which were presented virtually, Dr
Lahiru Wijenayake,
Co-Chairperson of
sub-committee: iOURS 2022 Online
Organization, brought the
inaugural session to an end by
delivering the Vote of Thanks. The
live videography and photography
were entirely handled by the
Centre for Educational Technology
and Media (CETMe).

The session on Open and Distance
Learning commenced soon after
the first Keynote Speech delivered
by Prof. Arjuna Parakrama,
Professor of English and the
Director of the Centre for the Study
of Human Rights, University of
Peradeniya, who was introduced
by Dr Romola Rassool/Director
PGIE. This session was chaired by
the Vice Chancellor, Dr. P.M.C
Thilakarathne.

Inauguration Session — iOURS 2022
Thereafter, five parallel technical



sessions were conducted followed

by panel discussions. In all
sessions, pre-recorded
presentations of each study were
broadcasted followed by a Q and
A segment in which the
presenter/researcher and
audience actively engaged in
knowledge sharing. Assistant
Director/CRC and her team as well
as the IT Department extended
their unstinted support in creating
the Zoom links and making the
physical arrangements to host the
parallel technical sessions and
panel discussions. They also
shared the session plan with
relevant links, proceedings, and
flyers for the panel discussions
with the relevant teams and
authors.

The second and last day of the
conference commenced with the
second Keynote Address
conducted by Prof. Charlotte
Nirmalani Gunawardena,
Distinguished Professor of the
College of University Libraries and
Learning Sciences, University of
New Mexico, who logged in from

the U.S.A. She was introduced by
Prof. Gayathri Jayathilake, Acting
Director/CETMe. Subsequently
began five more parallel sessions
along with panel discussions.The
whole process of finalizing dates
for web publishing, submissions,
reviewing and presentations to
organizing panel discussions to
eventually conducting the whole
forum on an entirely online
platform was a fruitful effort of
several teams that shouldered
their assigned responsibilities and
devoted much time amidst other
professional commitments to
ensure that the needed tasks were
well attended to and
accomplished on time. There were
202 submissions of
abstracts/extended abstracts out
of which 140 were selected for
presentation following a rigorous
blind peer review process. They
covered a wide range of areas
under the sub-themes Open and
Distance Learning, Education,
English Language Teaching,
Engineering and Technology,
Health Sciences, Biological

THE OPEN QUARTERLY
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1lth November 2022 with the able
guidance of Director/Research
Prof. S. R. Weerakoon who
provided her unstinted support to
all teams involved in the whole
process creating yet another
significant landmark in the history
of the Open University of Sri Lanka.

ORGANIZATION
INFORMATION &
LEARNING SCIENCES

Sciences, Physical Sciences,
Environmental Sciences,
Agriculture, Humanities and Social
Sciences, Management and Law.
Prior to the conference, several
webinars and workshops were
conducted that were organized
by all 6 faculties, and they were
joined by a considerable number
of participants. Another highlight
of the conference was the
Three-Minute Thesis (3MT)
competition which was
introduced as a special event.
The two-day conference of which
the initial preparations
commenced in January 2022,
successfully came to an end on




THE OPEN QUARTERLY gkl

BALIS Degree Programme First Batch
Graduation Ceremony

The first batch of Bachelors of Arts
Honours in Library and Information
Studies degree Programmme,
graduated on September 14, 2022 at
the graduation ceremony held at
BMICH. The course was initiated at
the timely request of the Sri Lanka
Library Association (SLLA) to open up
higher education opportunities for LIS
diplomats and pave the way for
them to continue their professional
development. OUSL has enlisted the
input of renowned library
professionals and academics in the
field from Sri Lanka and abroad to
develop the scope of the BALIS
degree. Completion of this degree

enables LIS diploma holders to
obtain an honours degree in two
years. The BALIS degree program is
conducted by the Information
Studies Unit (ISU) of the Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences
(HSS) at OUSL and coordinated by
Mrs. Damayanthi Gunasekara, Senior
Assistant Librarian G-1.
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Preserving Right to

Preserving Right to food:

a2y .

SriLanka’s Legal Responsibility

Dr. Y.Kathirgamathamby .
Senior Lecturer in Legal Studies
the OUSL

“[Recognizing that| The elimination of hunger and malnutrition ... and the
elimination of the causes that determine this situation are the common

objectives of all nations”

Universal Declaration on the Eradication of Hunger and

As Sri Lanka is experiencing the
worst economic crisis in its
history, millions of people’s
human rights are deprived. Right
to food is one among them. The
UN special rapporteur of right to
food defines right to food as

“ the right to have regular,
permanent and unrestricted
access—either directly or by
means of financial purchases— to
quantitatively and qualitatively
adequate and sufficient food
corresponding to the cultural
traditions of the people to which
the consumer belongs, and which
ensure a physical and mental,
individual and collective, fulfilling
and dignified life free of fear. ,,

Malnutrition, 1974
The definition indicates that the
right to food is interconnected
with human dignity, right to
health, cultural rights and right to
life. Thus, the States including Sri
Lanka are required to protect the
right to food with suitable
measures. According to recent
surveys, in Sri Lanka up to 70 per
cent of households have had to
reduce food consumption due to
reduction of income, loss of
employment, unaffordable price
hikes and shortage of food. This is
a burning issue and Sri Lanka has
to take meaningful actions to
overcome it. Various international
agencies and other countries
have extended humanitarian
relief to face the food crisis.
However, Sri Lanka cannot rely on
the ad-hoc relief progammes.
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It has a legal duty under national
and international law to devise
long lasting viable mechanisms
to ensure right to food for all its

Sri Lankan’ International obligations

Many international instruments
recognize right to food. The
Universal Declaration (Article 26)
International Covenant on
Economic social and cultural
rights (ICESCR Article 11), Child
rights convention, ( Article 27)
Food Aid Convention, 1999,
Universal Declaration on the
Eradication of Hunger and
Malnutrition, 1974, Declaration on
the Right to Development are the
important documents.. The main
objective of all these instruments
is to ensure that everyone is free
from hunger and enjoys the right
to adequate food. Sri Lanka is a
party to many of these
instruments ICESCR requires the
States not to deprive the access to
adequate food, not to take any
measures that prevent access to
food. Further it necessitates to
strengthen people's access to and
utilization of resources, and
means to ensure their livelihood,
including food security. The
committee under the ICESCR
clarifies the various measures
that are to be taken and not to be
taken by the State.

7 :‘L//_//E’%
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Accordingly, States are not
allowed to take deliberate
measures which result in the
deterioration of the current level
of fulfillment of the right to food
and to take steps necessary to
ensure that everyone is free from
hunger and enjoys the right to
adequate food. Further the
ICESCR also requires the States to
obtain international cooperation
where necessary to ensure that
the rights are enjoyed by people.
As a member of the United
Nations and a party to many of
the above treaties Sri Lanka has a
legal duty to recognize the right to
food in the domestic law. Further it
is bound to take legal,
administrative and institutional
measures to ensure the right to
food.
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The preamble contains objectives

Constitutional and socio-economic goals which
Commitments are to be achieved through

constitutional processes. Hence
the President, cabinet of minister
and members of parliament must
give effect to words written in the
preamble and to assure freedom,
equality and justice to people.
Chapter lll of the Constitution
guarantees certain fundamental
rights and freedom of citizens.
However, it is to be noted that the

As the basic law of the land the
Constitution of Sri Lanka enforces
legal duty to the States to protect
basic rights of people including
right to food. The first paragraph of
the preamble of the constitution
states

..assuring to all Peoples FREEDOM,

EQUALITY, JUSTICE, FUNDAMENTAL  Fightto food is not expressly W
HUMAN RIGHTS.... guaranteed. Nevertheless,
,, selected provisions require the
state to protect right to food.
The second Article 12 guarantees right to
paragra ph states equality and equal protection of

the law. This article implies right

“WE, THE FREELY ELECTED . ere
to life of citizens.

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PEOPLE

OF SRI LANKA, in pursuance of Therefore, Sri Lanka has a legal
such Mandate, humbly responsibility to protect right to
acknowledging our obligations to food under this article. Anyone’s
our People and gratefully whose rights is violated by the
remembering their heroic and State can file a fundamental

unremitting struggle to regain
and preserve their rights and
privileges so that the Dignity and
Freedom of the Individual may be
assured, Just, Social, Economic

rights petition in the Supreme
Court of Sri Lanka. It is learnt that
in the recent past three
academics from the Open

and Cultural Order attained. the University of Sri Lanka have filed
Unity of the Country restored, and fundamental rights against the
Concord established with other state for violating people’s rights
Nations” by mismanagement of the

country.
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Article 27 para 2 of the directive
principles of state policy requires
the State to ensure an adequate
standard of living including
adequate food, clothing and
housing, the continuous
improvement of living conditions
and the full enjoyment of leisure
and social and cultural
opportunities. Although the
directive principles of state policy
are not considered as enforceable
rights it guides the Parliament in
making laws. Hence legislature
and the cabinet of ministers must
respect the said policies

Way forward

The above discussion reveals
that Sri Lanka has assured its
people and international
community to fulfill its
responsibility. However, Sri
Lanka’s mismanagement, high
level of corruption and
inappropriate decisions led the
country into bankruptcy. This was
officially announced by the then
Prime Minster Ranil
Wickramsinghe. This shows the
lack of commitment on the part
of the State to ensure the rights of
citizens. In the backdrop of
Human Rights Council resolution
(A/ HRC/51/5) on Sri Lanka, it
cannot simply disregard the

constitutional mandate and the
international commitment. It
must guarantee all the rights of
Sri Lankans including right to food.
It must make sure that people are
free from hunger and take three
meals a day. Therefore, Sri Lanka
must take all feasible measures to
prevent hunger and mainutrition
by ensuring that effective
mechanisms are in place.
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Elephamt

The Glard in e Wid
Professor K. Sarath D. Perera and A. D. Theeshya Dulmini
Department of Chemistry, Faculty of Natural Sciences, OUSL

ephant is an intelligent
ous animal, which is
n@: ed mainly in the regions of
Africe-and Asia. The average life span
of the elephant is about 70-80 years ;
(In wild) and an individual consumes —
between 150 and 170 kg of vegetation
daily. The 12th of August is named as
‘The World Elephant Day".

Who is an elephant? African Bush Elephant

According to tree of evolution,
Palaeomastadon who lived 38 million
years ago can be considered as the
oldest ancestor of the elephant. The
Mammoth (who is very similar to the
elephants) lived in the ice age of this
planet and had been extinct before
about 10,000 years.

Elephants belong to the taxonomical
hierarchy of Kingdom: Animalia,
Phylum: Chordata, Class: Mammaliq,
Order: Proboscidea, Family:
Elephantidae, Subfamily:
Elephantinae

THE OPEN QUARTERLY

Elephants can be classified into two
main genere; Loxodonta and Elephas.
African elephants belong to the
genus Loxodonta, while Asian
elephants are categorized into the
genus Elephas. African
bush/savanna elephant (Loxodonta
Africana) and the African forest
elephant (Loxodonta cyclotis) are




species of African elephants.
Similarly, there are three subspecies
among Asian elephants; (Elephas
maximus) ; Elephas maximus
maximus (in Sri Lanka), Elephas
maximus indicus (in Asia) and
Elephas maximus sumatranus (in
the islands of Sumatra).

- e

Agian elephant African elephant

What is meant by the dimorphism of
elephants?

There are two distinct forms (Sexually
dimorphic) of elephants known as
bull and cow. Generally, the bull
(male) elephant is larger and more
weigh heavier than the cow (female)
elephants.

Bull elephant | Cow elephant

Large and Small and
average average weight
weight is 5-6 | is 2.5-3.5 tons

tons

Has bigger Has smaller
and rounded | pointed or

forehead square forehead

Tusks are thick | Tusks (only in
and more African
conical elephants) are
less thick and
more slender

Heads higher | Heads lower
than their

shoulders

than their
shoulders

Abdomen More curved
slope abdomen
downwards present.

from their

forelegs to

their hind legs

Has large Has narrow
trunk bases trunk bases and
and curves boxier with

into its vertical

hindquarters | hindquarters

What are teeth and tusks?

The elephant is a polyphyodont,
which means their chewing teeth
replace several times within its
lifetime. The dental formula (which
indicates half of the dentures in
upper and lower jaws) of an adult
elephantis 11/0, C 0/0, PM 3/3, M 3/3,
with a total number of 26 teeth; 2
incisors (1) in the upper jaw + 12
premolars (PM) + 12 molars (M) + 0
canines (C). Some Asian male
elephants (tuskers) and African
elephants (Both male and female)
have elongated incisors which are
known as tusks. The 1/3 of the tusk’s
cavity is filled by a pulp/fleshy gel
which contains nerves, blood vessels
and tissues while calcinated dentine
is quite hard. When the tusker is
getting old, the pulp diminishes and
the internal wall of the dentine
chipped off and collapsed into the
cavity of the tusks. These chips are
polished as the pearls, due to the
movements of the elephants. One of
the main scopes of the smugglers is
poaching for the illegal ivory trade
and selling elephant tusks and pearls
or “Gaja Muthu” to ivory collectors.

Tusks are important to elephants as
they use them for; (i) digging for
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