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Message from the Vice-Chancellor 
 

The Open University of Sri Lanka 
(OUSL) is the premier Open and 
Distance Learning (ODL) 
institution in Sri Lanka where 
students can pursue their studies 
from foundation level to the 

doctoral level. Due to the nature of the teaching methodology 
adopted by the University and the infrastructure we posses, 
the OUSL is able to serve a large student population spread 
throughout the country. Currently, there are more than 
40,000 students studying at the OUSL, who are being served 
by eight Regional Centres and eighteen Study Centres located 
around the country. 

The mission of the University is to enhance access to high 
quality, affordable and relevant education through ODL 
methodologies and ensure life-long learning opportunities to 
face challenges in a knowledge society. In order to achieve 
this mission the university adopts many strategies, always 
keeping its students as central focus.  

The university offers more than sixty five different study 
programmes through twenty-four departments belonging to 
five faculties. It also has number of Centres and Units to 
facilitate student support, research, consultancy, liaison with 
the industry, staff training, quality assurance, etc. 

Keeping par with the technological developments that are 
taking place in the education sector, the University has 
embarked on a concerted effort to provide our students with 
increased learner support through modern day technology, 
including providing online support through our Learner 
Management System,  

Video conferencing by linking the main campus to number of 
regional and study centres, online testing, etc.   
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The Master of Laws (LLM) in Criminal Justice Administration 
is yet another proof of the commitment of the OUSL to 
enhance access to high quality and affordable education. This  

Study programme has been designed by an eminent group of 
experts in the field after a thorough and careful study of the 
country's criminal justice system. The curriculum, contents 
and the expected outcomes of the programme not only 
address the current and future needs but also reflect the 
emerging trends in the field of criminal justice 
administration. Being the first postgraduate degree 
programme in law in Sri Lanka approved by the Quality 
Assurance and Accreditation Council of the University Grants 
Commission this programme will not only fill a long standing 
lacuna in the country's higher education system but also 
facilitate the professional development aspirations of many 
who are connected with or have an interest in the 
administration of criminal justice.  

 
Professor S. A. Ariadurai 
Vice Chancellor 
The Open University of Sri Lanka 
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Message from the Dean, Faculty of Humanities and 
Sciences 

Welcome to the Faculty of 
Humanities and Social Sciences of 
the Open University of Sri Lanka! 
 

I am very pleased that you are 
considering the LL.M in Criminal 
Justice Administration in order to 
further your higher studies in law. 
This is a significant decision that you 

are making and this prospectus will give you the necessary 
information that you need. The teaching and learning 
methods at the OUSL are unique and we teach based on open 
and distance principles and we are the only national 
university in Sri Lanka which teaches entirely by distance 
mode.  We are also the only national university which caters 
specifically to the needs of adult, employed students and our 
programmes are structured with a view to their particular 
needs and constraints. 
 
The Open University is the only university in Sri Lanka which 
offers degree programmes in law in the open and distance 
mode of teaching.  The Department of Legal Studies offers an 
LL.B at undergraduate level and the LL.M in Criminal Justice 
Administration at postgraduate level.  
 
Criminal Justice Administration is the area which addresses 
the prevention and punishment of criminal behavior.  It is a 
field that is necessarily inter-disciplinary and the LL.M that 
you will embark on has been designed to reflect this 
interdisciplinary nature.  While there is a heavy component of 
both Sri Lankan and international law in the curriculum, this 
is supported by areas of knowledge which are essential for a 
holistic approach to the field.  The curriculum will, therefore, 
be of immense practical benefit to those already working in 
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criminal justice administration and will also provide you with 
a rigorous academic training at postgraduate level. 
 
Once again, thank you for your interest in the Open 
University and in this programme. I look forward to 
welcoming you into this programme and into our student 
community.   
 
 
Professor Camena Gunaratne 
Department of Legal Studies 
Dean, Faculty of Humanities and Sciences 
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Message from the Head of the Department of Legal Studies 
 
 

Department of Legal Studies of the 
Open University of Sri Lanka has 
commenced the Master of Laws 
Degree in Criminal Justice 
Administration in year 2013. This is 
the first ever postgraduate degree 
offered by the department. The 
Open University of Sri Lanka has 

also pioneered the introduction of this two year degree in this 
country.  

The curriculum has been developed by experts from Sri 
Lanka in the various disciplines such a law, medicine, 
criminology ext.  

The University has been fortunate to put together a panel of 
eminent teaching staff who are from Attorney General's 
Department, University of Colombo, Government analyst 
department, and University of Sri Jayewardenepura.  

In response to modern-day criminal activities the field of 
criminal justice is rapidly advancing and evolving to be a 
most significant area.  This degree enables an overall 
understanding of various fields that has relevance to Criminal 
justice Administration.  

The University has been successfully conducting this degree 
for the past two years. This experience will serve us to 
develop even further strengthen and enrich the programme.  

I welcome the new batch of students who are enrolling for 
the next academic year.    
 

Yasodara Kathiragamarthamby 
Senior Lecturer 
Head, Department of Legal Studies 
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Message from the Director of the LL.M Degree Programme  
 

I am glad to welcome you as 
prospective candidates for the LL.M 
Programme in Criminal Justice 
Administration offered by the 
Department of Legal Studies of the 
Open University of Sri Lanka. This 
programme which commenced in 
2013 is one of the many exciting 

programmes offered by the Faculty of Humanities and Social 
Sciences.   We are pleased that the first batch of students is 
due to graduate in 2016. 
 
This is the only specialized two year Master's Degree offered 
in the field of Criminal Justice by a Sri Lankan University. It 
also has a multi disciplinary focus to give students a broad 
training in all aspects of criminal justice administration. The 
programme has also been designed to suit working students 
who are able to follow classes only during weekends.  The 
teaching staff of the programme comprises well known 
experts in their fields who have teaching and research 
experience as well as practical and hands on knowledge.  
They are drawn from the Universities, the Attorney General's 
Department and the Government Analyst's Department. 
 
As this brochure indicates the curriculum of the programme 
has been prepared to enable practitioners in the field of 
criminal law and criminal justice administration to enhance 
their knowledge and to expose them to important aspects of 
the area which go beyond what is taught in the traditional 
legal education programmes at Universities or the Sri Lanka 
Law College. The interdisciplinary nature of the programme 
enables the University to produce graduates well versed in all 
aspects of criminal justice. 
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While providing an advanced level of knowledge in the field 
of criminal justice, the programme also requires its students 
to engage in depth research by way of a dissertation in the 
second year.  
 
This dissertation trains you in research methodology and 
report writing which will be of immense use in any form of 
employment.  
 
Once again I welcome you to this programme and wish you 
success in your endeavors to become a full fledged 
professional in the field of criminal justice administration. 
 
Rohana Ratnayake 
Senior Lecturer and  
Programme Director / LL.M 
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Introduction  
 
The Master of Laws (LLM) in Criminal Justice Administration 
Program of the Open University of Sri Lanka has been 
designed by an eminent group of experts in the field after a 
thorough and careful study of the country's criminal justice 
system, Its design, content and expected outcomes not only 
address current and future needs but also reflect the 
emerging trends in the field of criminal justice 
administration. Being the first postgraduate degree program 
in law in Sri Lanka approved by the Quality Assurance & 
Accreditation Council of the UGC (University Grants 
Commission) this pioneering program will not only fill a long 
standing lacuna in the country's higher education system but 
also facilitate the professional development aspirations of 
many who are connected with or have an interest in the 
administration of criminal justice.  
 
The Open University of Sri Lanka 
 
The Open University of Sri Lanka (OUSL) is a unique and 
prestigious place of higher learning. Established under the 
provisions of the Universities Act No.1 6 of 1978, it is the only 
national university in Sri Lanka dedicated to removing 
barriers, be they geographical or commitments related, that 
restrict access to tertiary level education. Using the distance 
and state of the art online teaching methods, OUSL currently 
serves over 34,000 students, attached to a well-connected 
and coordinated network of regional and study centers that 
cover almost all the administrative districts of the country. A 
large majority of OUSL students are working adults. They 
follow study programs ranging from certificate or pre-degree 
level through first degrees to postgraduate level 
qualifications offered by the five faculties of the university, 
namely, Faculty of Education, Faculty of Engineering 
Technology, Faculty of Humanities & Social Sciences, Faculty  
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of Natural Sciences and Faculty of Health Sciences. The 
quality of OUSL study programs, including its teaching 
learning processes at the peripheral centres, are constantly 
monitored by both internal and external experts to ensure 
that those programs and processes comply with the national 
quality benchmarks.  
 
The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 
  
This is the largest Faculty of OUSL in terms of learner 
numbers. Currently it has over 13,000 learners attached to 
four academic Departments, namely, Department of 
Language Studies, Department of Legal Studies, Department 
of Management Studies and Department of Social Studies. The 
Master of Laws in Criminal Justice Administration program 
will fall within the overall academic and administrative 
purview of the Faculty Board of the Faculty of Humanities 
and Social Sciences. 
  
The Department of Legal Studies  
 
The Department has over 30 years of experience in 
conducting degree level legal studies. Established in 1984, the 
Department of Legal Studies of OUSL conducts the second 
oldest Bachelor of Laws (LLB) degree program in the country. 
There are over 20 well qualified academic staff members 
serving full-time in the Department. These staff members 
have extensive experience in open and distance learning 
methodology and are highly sensitive to the unique needs of 
adult learners. The program delivery activities of the Master 
of Laws in Criminal Justice Administration program will be 
managed by the Department of Legal Studies.  
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The Master of Laws in Criminal Justice Administration 
Program 
 
Inspired by the unique traditions of OUSL, the Master of Laws 
in Criminal Justice Administration program will be conducted 
using mainly flexible teaching/learning methods. This 
student centred approach, adopted by many top class 
universities the world over, providing tertiary level learning 
opportunities for working adults, creates an environment in 
which any busy professional would be able to smoothly blend 
and harmonize the demands of work life and personal life 
with the challenges of high quality 'learning.  
 
Over a period of two academic years the program will offer a 
mix of interdisciplinary and integrative courses drawn up 
from fields and paradigms related to criminal justice 
administration. The structure, content and assessment 
method of every course of the program will challenge and 
test the candidates regardless of the nature and scope of their 
previous academic and professional experience. Through a 
process of both textual and contextual teaching and learning 
these courses will systematically construct and develop 
specific knowledge and skills germane to the field of criminal 
justice administration. At the end of the program the 
candidates will be transformed into an elite group of 
professionals with exceptional and exemplary skills, 
knowledge and attitude who would add value to the jobs they 
perform and who have the right vision and competencies to 
successfully manage the complex and competing challenges 
of the process of criminal justice administration.  
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The courses offered by the program include,  
 
 FIRST YEAR 

Course Code         Course Title 

LWP2101 Penal Theory 
LWP2102                Corrections 
LWP2103                Criminology 
LWP2204 Law of Evidence 
LWP2305        Criminal Procedure 
LWP2106                Criminal Investigation I –  
                                  Forensic Toxicology, EQD and DNA  
LWP2107 Criminal Investigation II –  
                                     Ballistics and Explosives 

LWP2208         Medical Science in Criminal Investigation 
 

SECOND YEAR  

Course Code Course Title 
 

LWP2209 Human Rights Relating to Criminal Justice 
Administration 

LWP2210 International Criminal Law 
LWP2211 International Humanitarian Law 
LWP2612 Dissertation 
 
 

The Dissertation which is the research component of the 
LL.M Degree Programme requires the students to write a 
dissertation of 15,000 - 20,000 words. This dissertation is 
intended to work as a platform that facilitates the interface 
between theory and practice. The candidates will have the 
freedom to select an area of their choice that is within the 
program curriculum and engage in research under the 
guidance of a supervisor to explore the operational aspects of 
the chosen area in the day to day conduct of affairs. The 
dissertation prepared at the end of the research will provide 
the candidates with an opportunity to demonstrate a wide 
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spectrum of academic and professional skills including 
research and analytical skills, problem solving and 
presentation skills, time and resource management skills, etc.  
 
Quality Assurance  
 
Ensuring an excellent student experience in every aspect of 
learning is a central concern of the program. Therefore, the 
program has been designed with mechanisms embedded to 
monitor the quality of all the services provided and the 
outcomes achieved using quality assurance benchmarks 
established in line with internationally accepted norms. As 
the first step towards ensuring quality, the program, its 
design and content and teaching and assessment strategy, 
were all subjected to the rigorous scrutiny of the Quality 
Assurance & Accreditation Council of the UGC and received 
its certification for being of high quality.  
 
Teaching and assessment strategy  
 
Within the broader parameters set in line with the overall 
program objectives and outcomes, the teaching and 
assessment strategy may vary from course to course 
depending on the teaching/learning objectives and outcomes 
of each course. Nevertheless, there will be a substantial 
amount of face to face teaching sessions for every course 
conducted mainly during weekends at the Nawala main 
campus. The number of teaching sessions per course will be 
determined in accordance with the credit weightage of each 
course. Case studies will also form an integral part of the 
teaching/learning strategy as they provide invaluable 
contextual learning opportunities for the learners. The 
assessments will be formative and will include, inter alia, 
classroom tests as well as assignments written at home. The 
teacher in charge of each course will determine the nature 
and scope of the tests and assignments. The candidates of the 
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Master of Laws in Criminal Justice Administration Program 
will be encouraged to access the Open University Virtual 
Learning Environment (OU-VLE) as it could be used as a 
platform for social learning. Some teaching and assessment 
material will be posted on the OU- VLE which is accessible 
24hrs a day from any place where internet access is available. 
Moreover, everyone who is registered to follow an OUSL 
program has full and uninterrupted access to all OUSL 
libraries and electronic resources subscribed by the 
university.  
 
Entry Qualifications  
 
Any person having one of the following qualifications is 
entitled to be considered for registration for the Master of 
Laws in Criminal Justice Administration Programme 
 
 a person who holds a degree in law from a recognized 
university,  

   Or  
 a person who has completed the attorney-at-law final 
examination conducted by the Sri Lanka Law College or an 
equivalent foreign examination that entitles him/her to get 
enrolled into the Bar to practice law in Sri Lanka or in a 
foreign country and has at least three years post-qualifying 
professional experience after enrolling into the Bar,  
 

        Or 
 Any other qualification acceptable to the Senate of the 

Open University of Sri Lanka. 
 
Program Duration  
 
The Program is of 02 (two) academic years' duration. 
However, in line with the overall policy of flexible learning of 
OUSL, busy candidates who are unable to undertake the full 
workload of an academic year will have the liberty of 
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completing the requirements of the Program within a 
maximum period of 05 (five) years.  
 
The Program will be conducted exclusively in English 
medium.  
 
The Open University reserves the right to refuse registration 
to anyone who is, in the university's view, unfit to follow the 
program.  
  
Fees  
 
Total fee for the program is Rs.342,OOO/= this is payable in 
four installments over a period of two years.  
 
Program Committee  
 
Subject to the directions of the Council and Senate of OUSL, 
the Program Committee of the Master of Laws in Criminal 
Justice Administration Program consists of the following 
members,  
 
Professor C.E. Gunaratne, Dean, Faculty of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, OUSL 

Ms. Yasodara Kathiragamarthamby, Head, Senior Lecturer, 
Department of Legal Studies, OUSL  

Mr. Rohana Ratnayake, Senior Lecturer and Programme Director, 
LL.M Programme, OUSL  
 
Further Information  
 
Further information regarding the Master of Laws in Criminal 
Justice Administration Program could be obtained from the 
Department of Legal Studies of the OUSL, Nawala, Nugegoda.  
(Tel: 011 2881432/230 Fax: 011 2820032)  
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GUIDELINES TO COMPLETE THE APPLICATION FORM 
 
Please read the following guidelines carefully before you 
start filling the application form. You may find the required 
information in the brochure.   
 

1) Use a Black Pen to fill the application form.  
2) Fill in the boxes using only BLOCK 

CAPITAL letters.  
3) Fill only parts A, B, C3, C4, D and F.  

Fill in the relevant boxes in your application form as given 
below. 

A – PROGRAMME CHOICE 
 
A1 –  Prog. Code.    
 
A2 –  Academic    Year  
   
A3 -  Prog. Name.  
 

 
A4 -  Tick (√) the appropriate box  
 

A5 and A6 - Fill appropriately 
 

 A7 -  Preferred OUSL Centre Code  
(LL.M in Criminal Justice Administration Degree 
Programme is conducted in Colombo Regional 
Centre only) 
 

A8 - Medium of Study - English   
(LLM in Criminal Justice Administration 
Degree Programme is conducted in 
English Medium only) 

L M 0 0 

2 0 1 5 1 6 

M A S T E R  O F  L A W S  I N  C R I M I N A 
L  J U S T I C E  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  

C 0 1 0 
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B – PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 

B1 to B 12 - Fill in using BLOCK CAPITALS and tick (√) 
the appropriate box.  
 
B13 - Use the correct case (lower case or upper case) 
to fill this cage  
 
C – ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS 
 
C3 -  Other Relevant/Higher Academic Qualifications:   
Fill this part if you have a law degree from a recognized 
university 
 
Qualification Code 
 
Year Received:   
Indicate the year in which the   degree was awarded. 
 
Institution Code:         
If your degree has been awarded by a Sri Lankan 
University write the letters SLU in the three boxes If you 
have a degree awarded by a foreign University write the 
letters FNU in the three boxes 
 
Institution Name:       
Using BLOCK CAPITALS indicate the name of the institution 
which awarded the degree 

   
Grade:      
You may ignore this box  

 
C4 - Relevant Professional Qualifications: 
Fill this part only if you are an attorney-at-law or if you have 
an equivalent professional qualification,  
e.g., a Solicitor or a Barrister 
  

0 3 
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Qualification Code:   
If you are an attorney-at-law of the Supreme Court of Sri 
Lanka write the digit 9 1 in the boxes. If you have foreign 
professional qualification write the digit 9 2 in the boxes. 
 

Year Received:  
Indicate the year in which you were enrolled to the Bar.                              

 

Institution Code:      
  

If you have obtained your professional qualification from the 
Sri Lanka Law College write the letters S P C in the boxes.  
 
If you have obtained your qualification from a foreign Law 
School write the letters F L S in the boxes.  

 
Institution Name:       
Using BLOCK CAPITALS indicate the name of the institution,  
i.e. SRI LANKA LAW COLLEGE or the name of the foreign law 
school from which you obtained your professional 
qualification 

 
Grade:                   
You may ignore this box 

  
D - WORK EXPERIENCE  
 

D1- Status   : Tick (√) the appropriate box 
 
D2- Org. Code:  
If you are employed in the government or public sector write 
the numbers 01 in the boxes.  
If you are employed in the private sector write the numbers 
02 in the boxes.  
If you are self -employed write the numbers 03 in the boxes. 
 

Name of Organization:  
Using BLOCK CAPITALS indicate the name of the place where  
you are  employed. 
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Title Code: 
 you may ignore this 
 
Title/Designation: 
Using BLOCK CAPITALS indicate your job title or designation 
 
From:  
Indicate the date when you joined the current employment 
 
To: 
Indicate the date when you left the particular employment 
(you may ignore this if it is your current employment) 
 
E - PLEASE IGNORE THIS SECTION 

 
F - DECLARATION OF APPLICANT 
 
Complete the declaration by writing the date and placing 
your signature in the spaces provided  
 

 

SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS 
 
Duly completed applications must be handed over to 
Head, Department of Legal Studies, the Open University 
of Sri Lanka, Nawala, Nugegoda, on or before 4.00 p.m. 
20th January 2016.  
 
Applications submitted via post will be accepted only if 
they have been posted to the above address on or before 
20th January 2016 under registered cover. 
 
Please do not send originals or copies of your academic 
or professional qualification along with your application 
as we do not need them at this stage. 


