
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
263 B.Sc. & B.Sc. 
(Nursing) 
Graduates in 
2008/2009  
 

The Faculty is proud to 
announce that a total of 263 
B.Sc. and B.Sc. (Nursing) 
students were conferred their 
degrees  at the Convocation 
held on 18th November, 2009 at 
the BMICH. The Faculty is 
happy to note that the 
completion rates of students in 
both programmes of study are 
increasing yearly.   
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  We are now in new premises:  
   Left wing of the S&T Building  

  Editor: Dr. Jayantha Wattavidanage  

  Language Editor: Dr. Gaya Ranawaka  

  Editorial Board:                                                                                  

In October 2009, the Faculty of Natural Sciences 
moved into the new four - storied Science  and 
Technology (S & T) building  located in the central 
campus area of the OUSL .  
 
Our Faculty occupies the left  wing of this building and it 
houses the Office of the Dean, Academic  staff, and 
offices of the Departments of Botany, Chemistry, 
Physics, Mathematics & Computer Science and Zoology.  
In addition, each Department has a Research 
Laboratory, mainly for staff research and postgraduate 
students. The undergraduate laboratories and other 
facilities for academic activities will remain in the 
Colombo Regional Center as before. The Department of 
Health Sciences also remains in the CRC area (details of 

the opening ceremony - page 2) .  

Academic year 2009/ 2010 4341 students in 

B.Sc. & 1000 students in Certificate 

Programmes  
 

We are now moving  into the third/ or fourth/fifth???? 
month of the first semester in the Academic Year 2009/2010. 

A  total of 4341 students are following the  B.Sc. degree 

programme this Academic Year. In addition, the Faculty offers 
the Bachelors degree in Nursing, Advanced Certificate in 

Laboratory Technology, Certificate in Laboratory Technology, 

Certificate in Wildlife Conservation and Management, 
Certificate in Environmental Science. These programmes of 

study cater to about 1000 students in total.  

Short Message Service (SMS) for 
student support   
The Faculty has launched a new 
academic support service, which 
engages in delivering short, study -
related messages to mobile phones of 
students. This will be free of cost to 
the student. The Faculty hopes to use 
this service to motivate students, alert 
them on up and coming academic 
activities and for other academic 
purposes. .  
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Faculty Events  

Motivation Camp 2009  

Student Motivation Camp organised for the first time 

by the Faculty of Natural Science  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To this end, a student motivation camp was held, in Sinhala -English and 

Tamil -English media simultaneously, for 2009 registrants of the BSc(NS) 
programme in the afternoons on 9 th  July, 28 th  July 2009 and 8 th  August 

2009 at the CRC. It was conducted as a story telling session. Eight OUSL 

BSc graduates who are now employed in academic departments of the 
Faculty described the techniques they used in studying and some 

memorable events in their student life. They stressed the importance of 

self study, time management, group studies, spreading out studies over 
time, deep learning, offering courses of a manageable amount of credits, 

engagement in extracurricular activities, communication with staff, etc. 

Some described how friendly competition for Buckyball awards motivated 
them to study. Contact information of the presenters was given to the 

students so that they can obtain further assistance in pursuing their 

studies at OUSL. On all three days of the camp, an official from the 
Buckyball society as well as the ZooNet society described their missions 

and how the students could benefit from their efforts. The camp was 

video tapped. The videos could be placed in the libraries for the students 
to watch. Also they could be used in student orientation activities of the 

Faculty. The feedback from the students indicates that they have enjoyed 

the camp and the camp has motivated a large majority of them to study 
using the good study practices described in the stories. Refreshments for 

the participants were provided by the Buckyball society and the ZooNet 

society. Ms. N.N. Sooriya Arachchi (Zoology), Ms. N. S. Bopage 
(Chemistry), Mr. P.K.D. Chathuranga (Chemistry), Ms. A. Makandu 

(Chemistry), Ms. C. Munasinghe (Mathematics & Comp. Sci.), Mr. P.K.D. 

Peiris (Chemistry), Mr. S. Ragavan (Mathematics & Comp. Sci.) and Ms. 
D. Wijeratne (Botany) were the story tellers. Dr. G. Bandarage was the 

organiser of the event.  

 

 

Student motivation to 
learn is an essential 
factor for the success 
of an academic 
programme delivered 
through distance 
learning methodology. 
As such open and 
distance learning 

institutions should 
look for innovative 
methods of motivating 
its students.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Workshop on Learning 
Skills-Faculty Interim 
Programme for New 
Registrants 
 

The Faculty of Natural 

Sciences conducted a 

workshop on Learning skills 

on 9th July, 28th July and 8th 

August 2009. The resource 

persons were Prof. G.M.K.B. 

Gunaherath, Dr. S.S. Iqbal, Dr. 

L.K.R.R. Jayakody and Mrs. 

M. Thayaparan. The workshop 

was conducted in English/

Sinhala and English/Tamil 

media. 

 

Presentations were made on 

the following important topics 

�R�I���O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���V�N�L�O�O�V�����µ�,�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H��
�R�I�� �5�H�D�G�L�Q�J�¶���� �µ�(�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H��
�/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�¶���� �µ�1�R�W�H�� �N�H�H�S�L�Q�J�¶����
�µ�7�L�P�H�� �0�D�Q�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W�¶�� �D�Q�G��
�µ�+�R�Z�� �W�R�� �U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U�"�¶���� �$�� �I�D�L�U��
number of students attended 

the workshop. 

 

A noteworthy part of the 

exercise was the sponsorship 

of the refreshments by the two 

Faculty Societ ies, the 

Buckyball Society of the 

Department of Chemistry and 

the ZooNet Society of the 

Department of Zoology.  

Learning to Learn  

 

Multi religious service and the opening ceremony of the new Science and Technology 
Building  
 

The Chief Guest, Prof. Uma Coomaraswamy, ceremonially opened the new Science and Technology 

Building, the premises of two Faculties of the University, the Faculty of Natural Science and the 

Faculty of Engineering Technology at the auspicious time, 9.57am, on 5th October, 2009. The simple 

ceremony consisted of traditional lighting of the oil lamp, boiling of milk, multi religious service and 

a few speeches. The Vice Chancellor, Prof. Upali Vidanapathirana, former Vice Chancellors, Deans, 
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